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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from 7 August on the following motion moved by Hon Liz Behjat —  

That the following address be presented to His Excellency — 

To His Excellency Malcolm McCusker, Companion of the Order of Australia, Commander of 
the Royal Victorian Order, Queen’s Counsel, Governor in and over the state of Western 
Australia and its dependencies in the Commonwealth of Australia. 
May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our Most Gracious 
Sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to 
Parliament. 

to which the following amendment was moved by Hon Ken Travers — 

To insert after “deliver to Parliament” — 

but regrets to inform His Excellency that the Barnett government has already broken a number 
of promises made during the March state election campaign 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [12.33 pm]: I would just like to 
make a few comments in response to the Governor’s address. First of all, I congratulate the Governor on his 
address, and I acknowledge both His Excellency and his wife, Tonya, for the considerable work they do 
throughout the community in their roles, which they perform with distinction. I think all members will agree 
with that; we are all familiar with His Excellency and his wife’s philanthropic efforts throughout the community 
over a number of years. I am also very mindful of the significant contribution they make to two of my portfolio 
areas—that is, education and Aboriginal affairs. Both His Excellency and Tonya have a deep passion for 
education and excellence, and I have had the pleasure of having a considerable amount to do with His 
Excellency and Tonya in that capacity. I am absolutely in awe of the valuable contribution that they make in 
those areas. 

I also take the opportunity to congratulate all members on their election and re-election. It is always very 
heartening, after an election, to see new faces and at the same time to welcome back some old faces, and I am 
delighted to be amongst the new Parliament. I will take this opportunity to congratulate the President, Hon Barry 
House, on his re-election; Hon Adele Farina, on her election as Chair of Committees; and the Leader of the 
Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and their colleagues, particularly the new opposition 
members. It is good to see some vibrant, new and enthusiastic faces on the opposition back bench, and I look 
forward to working with you. 

I would also like to congratulate my deputy, Hon Helen Morton, and my ministerial colleagues 
Hon Michael Mischin and Hon Ken Travers — 
Hon Ken Travers: Thank you! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I apologise! Sacrilegious! I meant Hon Ken Baston. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I repeat: Hon Ken Baston! 
I congratulate parliamentary secretaries Hon Donna Faragher, Hon Jim Chown, Hon Alyssa Hayden and 
Hon Col Holt, and welcome our new National Party colleagues and partners in government. I congratulate also 
all my returning members; it is good to see you all back, guys. Congratulations also to Hon Mark Lewis, who is 
from my wonderful hometown of Kalgoorlie; I look forward to working with you, Mark, particularly in the 
goldfields. I also congratulate my very good friend and former chief of staff, Hon Peter Katsambanis. I do not 
know quite how we did it, mate, but congratulations! 

Having said all that, it is good that we are all here and we started off in fine form. I think we reached a level that 
probably no-one expected on the last day’s sitting of the autumn session, which was a 24-hour sitting; it is 
something that we can, of course, always reflect on quite proudly. I was delighted to be a part of that, and I thank 
members and parliamentary staff for their assistance over that period. Once again, for the benefit of honourable 
members, if they are not aware, I actually wrote to the President to thank all parliamentary staff for the 
significant sacrifice they made over that 24 hours. 
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I would like to take a couple of minutes to pay tribute to a few of our former members. I will not go through 
everyone, but there were a couple who are pretty important to me personally and professionally. I would like to 
acknowledge Hon Ed Dermer. I really appreciated the very laconic and very, very sincere manner in which Ed 
approached all his duties both inside and outside Parliament. He was a North Metropolitan colleague, so I had a 
fair bit to do with Ed in that capacity, and also in his role as opposition Whip and the role he played in 
parliamentary seats.  

I will miss Ed. One of the things Ed and I had in common was a fairly deep passion for WAFL football, although 
that is about as close as it got in terms of Ed getting it right—he supports the Claremont Tigers and I, of course, 
support the greatest football club in Australia, the West Perth Falcons! We would often compete against each 
other, and I want to share an anecdote with members because it is quite amusing. On the very first Saturday after 
the last sitting, after Ed had actually finished his term, I was at Joondalup and we were, by coincidence, playing 
Claremont, but I could not find Ed anywhere. I was in the stand talking to David Michael, who is a City of 
Stirling councillor — 

Hon Kate Doust: Fabulous bloke! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I was just about to say, I understand he works for Hon — 

Hon Kate Doust: Used to. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: A terrific young man, for whom I have a great deal of respect. I know we are on 
opposite political sides, but I think he will be a great asset to the Labor Party at some stage; I know he stood for 
preselection this time and missed out, but I hope he keeps going, because he is a terrific young man. 

Anyway, we were genuinely having a chat about Ed and I was saying how I would miss him in the chamber. It 
was three-quarter time, and in the WAFL people can actually go out onto the oval to listen to the coaches et 
cetera, a bit like the old Kalgoorlie football. This is a true story: I looked down at the oval and saw a guy with a 
Tigers hat on. There was a tiger rug, literally like a tiger skin, hanging down his back. I only saw the back and I 
was standing there talking to David—this is true—and I said, “Look at that dill!” And David said, “That’s Ed!” I 
turned around and sure enough it was Ed in full flight. I had to share that story with everyone because it pretty 
much reflects Ed. He gets into everything, he loves his football and he loves the Tigers. 

Hon Ken Travers: Should we buy you a Falcons onesie? 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I do not think anyone will get me down there in one of those things, but as I said, the 
situation was quite priceless; it was more than coincidental. 

I also pay tribute to Hon Giz Watson, who I have an enormous amount of respect for and who I regard as a 
valued friend. I had the privilege of working with Giz on the Standing Committee on Legislation when I first 
started in this place and I had the opportunity also working with her on the committee inquiring into the Balga 
Works program, which was the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations at that stage. We did 
an investigation into the Balga Works program that provided some very significant and substantial 
recommendations with regard to changes, particularly with regard to monitoring training facilities, within our 
education system. The compensation provided to the victims of that fiasco, which it was quite frankly, was a 
direct result of that investigation. Giz, as always, was second to none in the professional manner with which she 
chaired that committee and all her committees. The Balga Works investigation was a very long, but very fruitful, 
investigation and I would also like to acknowledge Nicky Wright who pretty much led the victims over that 
period. Nicky, her husband Mark and their little boy Luke have become very good friends of mine. I keep in 
touch with Nic; we catch up quite regularly and she is very grateful for the role that committee played in what 
was a very sad period for those victims. 
I also pay tribute to the former father of the house, Hon Norman Moore, for the significant role he played in the 
chamber, in the community and in his electorate over a very long time. I had just left Kalgoorlie in 1976 and he 
was elected in 1977. I have been actively involved in the Liberal Party from the age of 15 and handed out my 
first how-to-vote card at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall in 1975; Norman was legendary in those days. That legendary 
status continued all the way through. I take a bit of time to go through some of his accomplishments because I 
feel it is only appropriate. In 1976 he was one of six candidates who sought preselection for the Legislative 
Council seat of Lower North Province. There were 5 700 electors spread over an area the size of South Africa—
geographically the largest seat in the Parliament. It included Carnarvon, Exmouth, Cue, Meekatharra, Mt 
Magnet, Leonora, Laverton and Menzies. After the 1980 election Norman Moore was appointed as 
parliamentary secretary of the cabinet of Sir Charles Court. From 1989 Norman Moore represented the Mining 
and Pastoral Region leading the Liberal Party ticket at six successive elections. For the first two terms until 1996 
the ALP held all the Legislative Assembly seats in the region leaving only two Liberal MLCs to represent the 
party in this vast area. In the decade of opposition after 1983, Norman Moore was at different times spokesman 
for aboriginal affairs, housing, sport and recreation, regional development, transport, education, consumer 
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affairs, youth, family and women’s interests, community services, the north west, lands, mines and the 
goldfields. In the Court government of 1993 to 2001 he served as Minister for Education; Employment and 
Training; Sport and Recreation; Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs; Tourism; Racing and Gaming; and as 
Minister for Mines from 1997 to 2001. On 26 April 1996, he was elected by his colleagues to succeed 
George Cash as Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council. Norman Moore went on to serve a record 
term of 16 years and 10 months as Liberal leader in the upper house, earning the respect of all parties in the 
chamber. In opposition again from 2001 to 2008, he was shadow Minister for Mines; Lands; Kimberley and 
Pilbara; North West; Resources Development; Water Resources; Electoral Affairs; Policy Development; 
Government Enterprises; Tourism; State Development; and Industry and Enterprise. In government from 2008 to 
2013, Norman held three different portfolios: mines and petroleum, fisheries, and parliamentary and electoral 
affairs. In summary, his record is absolutely remarkable. He held more than 20 different shadow portfolios in 
opposition. In government he administered eight different portfolios, and that disregards changes in portfolios’ 
names over 12 and a half years. His eight and a half years of service as Minister for Mines and Petroleum has 
only been exceeded by two previous ministers, the second being Sir Arthur Griffith from 1959 to 1971. He was 
elected to the Legislative Council in eight general elections and during 36 years in Parliament only seven years 
were spent on the backbench. He was the father of the Legislative Council for 16 years from 1997 and the most 
senior member of the whole Parliament for 11 and a half years. Only three past MLCs and six past MLAs have 
served longer in the Parliament. With that I pay tribute to Norman. In the Liberal Party, of course, we do not 
have factions, unlike the Labor Party! 
Several members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I am about to qualify that! In years past in what some would assume would have been 
factions, Norman and I could possibly have been identified as belonging to different factions. Having said that, 
we were always friends. I never had a bad word with Norman and factions are certainly long gone in the Liberal 
Party. They really were just loose associations of personalities more than factions! I pay tribute to Norman once 
again for the significant role he played in the Parliament and for the monumental service he gave the people of 
Western Australia over a sustained time. On a personal level I acknowledge and thank him for the guidance, 
support and friendship he gave me over my first eight years in Parliament. To conclude my remarks on 
Parliament, I feel quite humbled to take over from Norman. I assure everyone I will certainly not be in this place 
for as long as he was. I thank my colleagues for the faith and confidence they have had in me in electing me as 
their leader. We are a magnificent group of members and great friends. We had a get-together last Sunday and it 
stands as a testament to just how united we are. I thank you for your support and look forward to working with 
you over the next four years. 

I will pay a bit of attention to the election results, because I think it is only appropriate. Yes, it is five months 
down the track, but with all due respect, it was an unusual election result. It was an emphatic win for the 
Liberal–National government and a reflection of the fact that the public of Western Australia had the confidence 
to re-elect us, not only re-elect us, but, as I said, to re-elect us in an emphatic fashion. It was one of the largest 
majorities ever in the history of Western Australia and it was across the entire state—in the metropolitan area 
and in the regions. Having said that, it was not any more emphatic than in my area of North Metropolitan Region 
and I would like to pass a few comments on that region. It is a wonderful region that takes up 14 lower house 
seats and pretty much traverses the coastal region from North Fremantle up to Yanchep and pretty much follows 
the freeway. There are 14 seats there. Prior to the election, eight seats were in Liberal hands; post the election, 
12 are now in Liberal hands. To emphasise just how significant the election win was in the North Metropolitan 
Region I would like to go through a few results. In Balcatta there was a swing to the Liberal Party of 9.5 per 
cent; in Butler, 8.6 per cent; in Carine, 5.5 per cent. Churchlands, of course, came back to the Liberal Party and it 
was won in extraordinary fashion by Sean L’Estrange. In Cottesloe there was a swing of 1.5 per cent—a bit 
average there for the local member! In Girraween there was a swing of 4.2 per cent. In Hillarys there was a 
swing of 6.1 per cent; Joondalup, 7.8 per cent; Kingsley 10.2 per cent. In Nedlands, 2.5 per cent, that local 
member will have to lift his act; in Ocean Reef, 16.3 per cent from Hon Albert Jacob, a fantastic result; in Perth, 
which was a Liberal gain for Eleni Evangel, 10.4 per cent; in Scarborough, 12.1 per cent; and in Wanneroo, 
10.2 per cent.  

Those figures themselves were impressive, but in the upper house they were even more impressive. The Liberal 
Party won every single seat in the upper house in the last election, including two Labor Party seats. The 
Legislative Council vote in the seat of Butler was 47 per cent compared with the Labor vote of 40.3 per cent. 
That was reversed in the lower house where John Quigley was returned and where the Liberal vote was 42.3 per 
cent and the Labor vote was 45.5 per cent. It indicates that John had a strong personal following, which would be 
anticipated. But as I said, the Liberal Party won the upper house vote. In Girrawheen, again a Labor seat where 
we had a very good candidate in John Halligan, the Liberal Party won the vote with 45.3 per cent compared with 
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the Labor Party’s vote of 42.8 per cent. Again, the Labor Party won that seat and that came from the strong 
personal following for Margaret Quirk.  

The Liberal Party did extraordinarily well in the upper house in the North Metropolitan Region. As everyone 
knows, in each region there are six members and the Liberal Party won for the first time four of those six seats. 
As I said, I am genuinely delighted to welcome Hon Peter Katsambanis to the Legislative Council for 
representing the North Metropolitan Region, even though I did lose him as a very, very good chief of staff. He 
has joined a dynamic, vibrant team in the North Metropolitan Region together with my Liberal colleagues, Hon 
Michael Mischin and Hon Liz Behjat. We are a very good team; we work well together and I welcome him to 
the team.  

I would also like to congratulate the other two members for North Metropolitan Region—that is, Hon Ken 
Travers and Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. As I have said, I am disappointed that Giz Watson is not here. She did not 
stand for North Metropolitan this time but moved to the south west to give it a go down there. It was to her 
detriment and it may have meant a different result in the upper house had she stayed in North Metropolitan—I 
am not saying that would have happened; but it is a possibility because Giz did have a very strong personal 
following. Nevertheless, that is where we are in a parliamentary and electoral sense.  

I do not intend to talk too long because I know we have some legislation we need to get on to; however, I will 
make a few comments about a couple of issues within my portfolio area of education concerning Aboriginal 
affairs. One in particular will help in response to some of the points that have already been raised in the Address-
in-Reply debate on the current structure of WACE, the Western Australian Certificate of Education, because it is 
confusing and we have made some changes to overcome that.  

First of all, one of the areas in which we have made some significant gains and reforms in education over the last 
four and a half years has been through empowering local schools to make decisions at the local level, which is 
very important. That has come through the independent public school system. This is a policy that we took into 
the 2008 election. I worked tirelessly on that policy with a number of colleagues—not parliamentary colleagues, 
but educational colleagues—to make sure we got it right. To give some context about why we introduced the IPS 
system, there was a genuine, legitimate call on behalf of the public school system throughout our community that 
the schools themselves wanted to have more say on what went on with decision making in their school 
environment. They did not want to have decisions that were made or imposed upon them from Silver City in 
East Perth. They wanted to be able to say, “Well, if we want to have an extra literacy–numeracy specialist or we 
want more resourcing for a chaplain or a school psych et cetera, we can do it.” They wanted to have more say on 
the staff they employed. That was not the gospel according to Pete. It was a generally long held feeling 
throughout the community that that is what schools wanted.  

In fact, the federal government is moving that way, as well as Queensland and Victoria. As I said in an interview 
with The Age the other day, we should have patented the idea because we would have paid off our debt, I reckon. 

Hon Ken Travers: You said it!  

Hon PETER COLLIER: We went into the election with that policy; it has been overwhelmingly successful. 
We now have two tranches of movements of public schools towards IPS. The last one I announced just after I 
became the Minister for Education some 12 months ago. We have almost 800 public schools; 255 are IPS 
schools, which represents just over 50 per cent of our staff and around 50 per cent of our students because a 
number of the IPS schools are very large. They genuinely love it. I visited dozens and dozens of schools and 
wherever I go with IPS schools, I always ask them whether they like it. They are enthusiastic about it. It is not 
just, “Yes, it’s okay” or ”It’s average” or “It’s working okay”; they are enthusiastic about it. They love the fact 
that they are now empowered. The community loves the fact that they can now be part of the decision-making 
process. It is not just where they can come and have a token membership on the parents and citizens association 
et cetera, because the P&C president is a member of the board. It is a member of the community who will come 
in and chair a board; who will represent all of the community—that is, the staff and the student body—so that the 
decisions made will represent that particular cohort. In education, one size fits all does not work; it does not 
work that way. School communities have to reflect their local cohort, and by “cohort” I mean the community, the 
students, the staff and so on. Empowering those decision-makers has been a very effective transitional reform 
ensuring that we can improve our public education system.  

The only issue I have had with IPS is that those schools—this came through very clear—that are not IPS that 
want to be IPS have found it very difficult. There have been three processes thus far to become IPS. A number of 
schools have gone through all three processes and have not been able to get IPS. They are getting really dark and 
are very frustrated. They are getting to the point of saying, “Well, why bother?” We do not ever want to diminish 
the rigor that is involved with becoming an IPS school. It is very important if we are to fund public schools that 
that rigor remains. We are never going to severe the umbilical cord with the central office. They will still have 
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some direction with staffing and funding; but ideally, the main decisions with the day-to-day operations of the 
school will remain with the school while at the same time they are public schools. We have to make sure that 
those schools that have struggled to become IPS can become IPS; that they do not feel diminished and we do not 
create a two-tiered system in which there are the IPS schools and the non-IPS schools. That was the fundamental 
issue that was raised with me not just when I became Minister for Education but before because my family is 
very involved in education. My sister heads up the low socioeconomic schools with the Association of 
Independent Schools and also looks after Aboriginal schools. My brother-in-law is a teacher and a lot of my 
friends are still teachers. The unambiguous message was coming through quite clearly that they needed a new 
system for those non-IPS schools. I spent a fair bit of time in those first few months looking at a way in which 
we could make it easier for schools to become IPS, but without reducing the rigor, ensuring that we did not make 
it so that every school could become IPS. That would create potential problems for governance within schools. I 
simply did not want that to occur. After lunch, I will go through exactly the new process because I do understand 
we have to make some way for the budget to be read after lunch. At this stage I will seek leave to continue my 
remarks at a later stage of this day of sitting.  

Leave granted. 

Debate adjourned to a later stage of the day’s sitting, on motion by Hon Phil Edman. 

[Continued on page 3041.]  
Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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